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Colombian Made - American Designed - by Dana Elizabeth

Sandra Cadavid

S...r_n'.. Cadavid is a luxury handbag desigrar
specializing in fgh-gqualily, Alacarma igather,
fandbags. Each ong is handoralied in Colom-
tiia by skilfed ariisans. Althowgh Sandra, is
grigrinaily fron Colomibia, the dasigner rmoved
fo Pannsylvaria as a young girl, since Fer

sfe has bean drearming of the day her de-

gigrs would bacome a realily: In 2011 Cadawd
geciced fo lurn shefches info reality and in

furn has designed some of tha rmas! besutifud,
durabila, and exquisife handbags an the market.
Har collfaclion was sean on the TODAY show
and is slowly bul surely making s mark across
tha U5 We had a chance lo sit dowr wallh the
degigner o find ow! axaclly whara she plans o
take har callsction next.

Q: SBandra, can you tell us a bit about your
design inspiration? | read that for this col-
lection you were inspired by the 500 year-oid
fortress city of Cartagena, Colombia.

Sardra: Yes, my antira collechian was insorad
by Carfageana; tha cily 15 vary rermantic, wery old
and classic. Everyliung from the peopie fa tha
buidings fo dhe cily, which is so full of charrm
and bagufifu! architaciuee, i raally inspired me
i creale & colfaciion of handbags that fruly
caplures the sssance and beauly thal all of
Carfagana has lo offer,

&2| The LA Fashion magazine

Q: Do you fravel back often fo
Colombia 7 And did you do so
prior to designing the collec-
tion?

ir1 the weary baginaing | did raval
for Cidarribug alffan o pul together
g {earn that would help me cre-
die the business hal we havs
foday | really aspired o abian
frua arlisans, that were masfars of
fherr cralt and forlunalsly we were
abls lo ind arfizans who worked
far Mancy Gonzalez, win a8 pou
may or may nod krow is ong of
fhe grealest icons for handbags
frorn Colomibia. She has a team of
artisang frarm Naring in Cali, andg
sorne of Far arfisans are the very
same arfisans who ars warking
walfy s o craals rmy collaction.

Q: I know the Sandra Cadavid
brand has a passion for phil-
anthropic endeavors; can you
elaborate on some of the char-
ities, and organizations you've
donated fo in the past year?
What ather profects or programs
do you hawve planned for the
fufure?

i1 Cidorribs wes waork with an
arganization that helps shrugaling,
singie motfars, I addition o our
faarm of hwanty, we srmpioy fan
rmoffiers who halo owt on a part
firme Basis, They work with us o
claar the lkatfars, as well as clean
sorne of the fools, thay arg also
Isarring how o do small fasks
such as sewing on Zipoars and
working with owr lealher machines.
s ot only educational far bheen
Bt ile also to hopefully feach
fhern enawgh o be able o some-
day work wilh ws more in-depih,
and its also helping them lo fead
fherr farmilies. Another organizaiion
we ara working wiih is ong thal
gives back o Colombia and the
childran who go fo school thera,
CMten irmes the children g in
Colomibia dan't have adequale
bacwkpacks or book bags, they
wand Lo carmying heir belongings
i plastic bags. We are warking

o craating & durable, lang lasting
Fandbag that can be used ofler
and couwd polertialy be passed
clevert frarn gpangralion lo genera-
fiewr,

: You opened the Online Store
just this past Seplember 2012 oth-
er than the online store, is there
anywhere else online that cus-
tomersreaders can go fo view the
collection, and purchase the line?

Surg you can ind us on ballica.com,
wiuch is a UW aggragalor site and
they scour i world for some of the
besl up and corming dasignars. I a
vEry soal group, thers are about 80
designers worldwides, We are also in
vanous boutigues aorass ha courlry
and hopsifully in Los Angeles very
=aaly

Q2 Mot even a year old, but | also
saw that your brand was featured
in Oclober 2012, on The TODAY
show. What was that like fo have
your products menfioned on such
a large platform, at such an early

stage”?

it's aciuvally a furny siory, | affended
a handbag-107 event a coupls of
yEars aga, and | haard thal Jacqui
Stafford was going o be thare and

| snuck back slage---1 can'? baliava
' teliing you fs, thals obwously
sornefhing youw ara red supposed o
do. Bt anpway, | snuck back slage
aflter sha was dane and | had &
chance o spesk wilh her T iold her
i was a fhuge fan and I mentionad
wihal | was doing and she said, "you
kricver here’s my businass card and
cail me wihan pou have your profo-
fypes ready and lels see what | can
gy " Ag il furmed oul, she was abile
far get ws ar the TODAY show 1] was
Ve Excilrag.

Q2 When you go to design your
handbags, do you sit down with a
design team and skefch out ideas,
what sort of design process do
you go through? How do you go
fram concept, to production?

Okay, sa i'm vary “oldechool™ | de-
sign evarything by mysalf and | don't
use any software--f design by hand.
it's & lot harder fa be honest with
you, and if's not as cost affective—
Decausa in all hanestly, ihs vary
challenging o gat your ot 80r0ss
Iy [ Darsa Wi is producing ;ﬁuﬁ
handbags withou! the use of a CAD,
So whal wound up happening was,
we slarted out with 14 handbag
designs in the callac-
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Luxury Handbag Collection

-tiart and narrowed I dowr to four that were
made parfectly, It was vany oifficult; Ttk |
have lo strategize fo figure out hiaw lo keep my
method while still moving forward into a more
easiy produced concapl. You know, rather than
my process, which tends to be a bif more le-
chous and time conswming, | st want o ratain
the radition of hand sketching my dasigns so
W Wil 500,

-Dana Elizabeth

Pholographed by: Cal Bingham
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With price points ranging frorm 5475 to 5625 the handbags are truly affordable, when compared to other high-end Atacama lezther handbans.

Make sure to visit www.sandracadavid.com for more information.
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